Marco Ganz 

BLUE COCOON
Self-supporting lightweight sculpture (2006)

Carbon-fiber laminate on StructUre™ foam, waterborne paint; 

rubber, steel, epoxy resin, acrylic paint.

Length 28.5 feet, width 11.35 feet, body width 5.15 feet, wheel diameter 4.85 feet.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The 2006 Blue Cocoon is a lightweight construction sculpture with a floating, almost flying body. Contrary to what is expected from plastic art, this sculpture has wheels – but, in a bizarre twist, only two. They take over the unexpected function of making this body hover. The Blue Cocoon was able to move from vision to reality thanks, among other things, to the invention of a patented foam called StructUre™. It is able to transform itself from a flexible into a rigid foam with electron-beam crosslinking. Nearly 30 feet long, the sculpture consists of a sandwich structure composed of hard foam shells laminated on both sides with carbon-fiber fabric. Thus, it is hollow and featherlight like a cocoon.
The Blue Cocoon resembles an imagined speed record vehicle. On the one hand, it evokes movement and speed through a streamlined body. On the other, its overhang, which seems a physical impossibility, is reminiscent of the tail of an object flashing past – like a shooting star. The Blue Cocoon is a symbol: a monoposto, a sculptural depiction of the infinity sign, a light-blue cloud of perfume, a glossy paint shell, a torso on wheels. The two enormous wheels are undoubtedly foreign bodies, which totally reverse the interpretation of the sculpture and pose a new set of questions – for instance about what is considered progress, and the perpetual challenge of breaking speed records again and again. It seems like the body represents the female principle while the wheels represent the male principle.
It took over one thousand hours to build the Blue Cocoon, with most of the work done by hand. It was a great privilege to be allowed to work with an innovative material, whose widespread industrial application is imminent. In this case, exceptionally, art was faster than the factory: the Blue Cocoon is still the first object to fully harness the potential of StructUre™.
Absurdly enough, this sculpture is neither motorized nor mobile. On the one hand, the Blue Cocoon is in a physically precarious state of equilibrium but on the other, it seems to derive pleasure from evoking breakneck speed in our minds even though it is standing absolutely still. Difficult to categorize, it is perhaps best likened to works by Gianni Piacentino or Panamarenko.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Blue Cocoon is the brainchild of its owner Marco Ganz, Zürich, supported by the FoamPartner Group. Gratitude is due to the following companies and their staff, without whom this lightweight sculpture would never have been crafted:

FoamPartner Fritz Nauer AG   StructUre™ foam (Wolfhausen, CH)

Beta-Gamma-Service GmbH & Co. KG   e-beam cross-linking  (Bruchsal, GER)

Ruppert Composite GmbH   sandwich structure (Wald, CH)

Du Pont de Neumours Int. SA  Cromax waterborne paint system (Meyrin, CH)

Walde Carrosserie AG  sculpture painting (Uster, CH)

Agro-Räder AG   wheel rim construction (Ruswil, CH)

Paint-Styling AG   wheel rim painting (Dallenwil, CH)

Wiederkehr Pneuhaus AG   tire modification  (Grosswangen, CH)

Krieger Produktions AG   metalwork (Ruswil, CH)

Foampartner Büttikofer AG   water jet cutting (Gontenschwil, CH)

Keller & Maurer GmbH   joinery (Wolfhausen, CH)
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