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There is an increasing trend to refer to any kind of structure in a software system as
“architecture”. As a consequence, every person, not exclusively programming in a
directly executable programming language, tends to be called “software architect”. If
this professional title just becomes a synonym or even a replacement of “software
engineer”, it looses every distinguishing profile at the same time.

Such a development is not desirable, as the tasks of software architects can be and
should be markedly separated from those of software engineers. Such a separation
effectively enhances the status of both titles by assigning each its respective
specializations and competences.

The talk “Thoughts about the Role of Software Architects” defines the technical
aspects of division of labor as the central task of software architects. Starting from
there, we review the consequences regarding goals of architecture, quality,
economics, and organization.
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